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FOREWORD 


This chronology of events in the Middle East has been prepared 
by the Legislative Reference Service of the Library of Congress. It 
is published in order to provide background material for use during 
consideration of the President’s request for authority to undertake 
economic and military cooperation with nations in the general area 
of the Middle East. 

THEeoporE Francis GREEN, 
Chairman. 
JANUARY 11, 1957. 
ur 





EVENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
A SELECT CHRONOLOGY 
1946 


January: Iran protested to the U. N. Security Council the continued 
presence of Soviet troops in Iran in violation of the 1942 Tripartite 
Treaty. The Security Council recommended direct negotiations be- 
tween the two parties. 

April 4: Announcement was made in Teheran of a draft Soviet- 
franian oil agreement and a decision by the Soviet Union to evacuate 
its troops from Iran. 

August 19: In an exchange of notes with the Soviet Union regarding 
the problem of the Turkish Straits, the United States reiterated its 
position that freedom of commerce and navigation in the straits 
must be maintained and that defense of the straits should be pri- 
marily a Turkish responsibility. The Soviet Union had proposed a 
joint Turco-Soviet defense of the straits. 

September-December: The London Conference on Palestine opened 
on September 10 without the attendance of Jewish and Palestinian 
Arab representatives. 

The Arab States’ plan provided for an Arab-dominated provisional 
government. 

The World Zionist Congress, meeting at Basle in December, pressed 
for a Jewish state. 

Both Jews and Arabs favored the withdrawal of Great Britain from 
the Palestine Mandate. 

December: Following months of Soviet-inspired disturbances, the 
franian Government succeeded in reestablishing its authority in the 
northern province of Azerbaijan. An autonomous movement in the 
province, which had been supported by the Soviet Union, collapsed 
and the activities of the pro-Communist Tudeh Party were disrupted. 


1947 


February 7: Against a background of increased terrorist activity in 
Palestine, Great Britain presented a final proposal for the division of 
Palestine into Arab and Jewish zones. This plan met with no more 
favorable response from any group than had previous proposals. 

March 12: President Truman asked Congress to appropriate $400 
million for economic and military aid to Greece and Turkey to help 
strengthen those countries against the threat of Communist aggression. 

April 28: Opening of a special session of the U. N. General Assem- 
bly, which had been formally requested by the British Government to 
consider the Palestine problem. The Assembly session ended on May 
15 after adopting a resolution setting up an 11-nation committee of 
inquiry to investigate the Palestine situation. 


1 
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May 22: The Greek-Turkish aid bill was signed by President 
Truman. 

October 6: The United States and Iran signed agreement providing 
for a United States military mission in Iran to assist in “enhancing 
the efficiency of the Iranian Army.” 

October 22: The Iranian Majlis (legislature) rejected the proposed 
oil agreement with the Soviet Union which had been concluded in 
April 1946 while Soviet troops were still in Iran. 

November 29: Following the majority recommendation of its Com- 
mittee on Palestine, the U. N. General Assembly voted the partition 
of Palestine into Jewish and Arab States with provision for the inter- 
nationalization of Jerusalem. 

1948 


Terrorist activities against British took on warlike proportions and 
thousands of Arabs fled Palestine. The British Government, unable 
to solve the Palestine problem, decided to withdraw its forces. Arabs 
and Jews engaged in frequent clashes. 

February 26: Arab Higher Committee of Palestine officially an- 
nounced that any attempts to establish a Jewish State would be con- 
sidered as an ‘‘act of aggression that will be resisted in self-defense.”’ 

May 14, 15: The British mandate ended. A Jewish provisional 
government under David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the State of 
Israel, with Chaim Weizmann as President. It was promptly recog- 
nized by the United States and the Soviet Union. 

May 1948: War existed between Israel and the Arab States. Start- 
ing out on the defensive, Israeli forces soon gained the upper hand. 
U. N. efforts at mediation led to an uneasy truce (June—October), 
during which U. N. Mediator Count Folke Bernadotte was assassi- 
nated by Zionist terrorists (September 17). Continued U. N. efforts 
under Acting Mediator Ralph J. Bunche led to cease-fire agreements 
and eventually (1949) to armistices between Israel and the Arab 
States. 

December 1: A Palestine Arab Congress at Jericho proclaimed 
Abdullah of Transjordan King of ‘‘all Palestine.” 

December 4: U. N. Secretary-General Trygve Lie appointed Stanton 
Griffis, United States Ambassador to Egypt, Director of U. N. Relief 
for Palestine Refugees. 

December 11: The U. N. General Assembly voted, 36-15 with 8 
abstentions, to establish a Palestine Conciliation Commission with 
France, Turkey, and the United States named as members. The 
conciliation plan also provided for the protection of the holy places, 
U. N. control and internationalization of Jerusalem, demilitarization 
of and free access to the city, encouragement of economic develop- 
ment, and rehabilitation and compensation of Palestine refugees. 

December 13: The Parliament of Transjordan approved a future 
union with Arab Palestine. This was critized by the Arab League 
since it acknowledged the partition of Palestine and presented a step 
toward Abdullah’s scheme for a “Greater Syria’”’ under his leadership. 

December 25: The Secretary-General of the Arab League announced 
that the league had asked the seven member states to enter the war in 
Palestine on the grounds that Israel violated the U. N. truce by 
attacking Egyptian forces in the Negev. 
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1949 


January 13: Armistice talks between Israeli and Egyptian repre- 
sentatives began at Rhodes with Acting Mediator Ral h 7. Bunche. 

January 19: The Export-Import Bank aiithdrized a $35 million 
credit to Israel to be used “for the execution of various agricultural 
Proieci, Also it earmarked $65 million to be available until Decem- 

er 31, 1949, “for the establishment of further credits to finance 
projects in the fields of communications, transportation, manufactur- 
ing, housing and public works,” 

February 24: Egypt and Israel signed armistice agreement. Sub- 
sequently armistice agreements were concluded between Israel and 
Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. Iraq and Saudi Arabia had indicated 
that they would accept the armistice terms agreed upon by the Arab 
States adjoining Palestine. 

March 17: Final congressional approval was given to a bill author- 
izing a United States contribution of $16 million to the United Nations 
for aid to Palestine refugees. 

March 28: The first shipment of United States surplus military 
equipment, part of a deal to provide Iran with $26 million worth of 
planes, tanks, etc., was reported to have been delivered. 

May 11: The U. N. General Assembly admitted Israel to member- 
ship in the United Nations. 

August 24: The U. N. Palestine Conciliation Commission, acting 
on a United States proposal, decided to send an economic survey 
mission to the Middle East “to study the economic situation in the 
countries affected by the recent hostilities,” the immediate concern 
being the problems involved in rehabilitating the Palestine Arab 
refugees. 

November 17: During a visit to the United States at the invitation of 
President Truman, the Shah of Iran appealed for military and eco- 
nomic aid, 

December 9: The U. N. General Assembly voted to set up a per- 
manent international regime for Jerusalem with the Trusteeship 
Council as the city’s “administering authority.” 

December 18: In spite of the General Assembly’s decision on 
Jerusalem, the Israeli Prime Minister announced that the transfer of 
the government to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv would be continued. 


1950 


January 9: The final report of the U. N. Economic Survey Mission 
(Clapp Mission) for the Middle East recommended (1) the develop- 
ment of pilot relief projects in Jordan, Jordan-occupied Palestine, 
Syria and Lebanon; establishment by each of the Middle Eastern 
governments of a National Development Board; and creation of a fund 
not to exceed $10 million to be available for research, technical 
studies and assistance in completion of pilot demonstration projects. 

April 25: Jordan formally notified the U. N. that it had annexed 
easterp Palestine and the Walled City of Jerusalem. 

May 23: The United States and Iran concluded a mutual defense 
assistance agreement. 

May 25: Tripartite agreement (United States, Great Britain, and 
France) announced whereby arms would be supplied to Israel and 
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the Middle East states only for “legitimate self-defense.”” The three 
powers also pledged immediate action. should any of these states 
commit aggression in the area. 

June 14: The U. N. Trusteeship Council declared the end and 
failure of its 5 months attempt to internationalize Jerusalem and 
referred the problem to the General Assembly. 

June 17: A treaty of joint defense and economic cooperation was 
signed by five of the Arab League States (Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen). Iraq joined the security pact February 2, 
1951, and Jordan followed on February 16, 1952. 

June 21: In reply to tripartite agreement of May 25, Arab States 
ee to maintain peace and not to use arms obtained from Western 

owers for aggressive purposes. 

August 1: Turkey applied for membership in the North Atlantic 
Treaty organization, asking the United States, Great Britain, and 
France to support its application. 

August 4: The United States granted Saudi Arabia a credit of $15 
million from the Export-Import Bank to finance economic develop- 
ment. 

October 10: The Iranian Government announced the granting of a 
$25 million loan by the Export-Import Bank ‘‘to implement the first 
part of the development plans of Iranian and American experts with 
a view to improving the economic situation of Iran.” 

October 19: The United States and Iran signed an agreement on 
technical cooperation, the first such agreement signed under the Act 
for International Development of 1950. 

December 26: The Export-Import Bank announced a $35 million 
credit to Israel to help finance an agricultural-expansion program. 


1951 


January 17: The United States and Saudi Arabia signed a technical 
cooperation agreement. 

February 9: The United States and Pakistan signed a point 4 
agreement. 

March 3: A point 4 agreement was signed between the United 
States and Jordan. 

March 15: The impasse in long-drawn-out negotiations between 
the Iranian Government and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. culminated 
in a unanimous vote of the Majlis (legislature) to nationalize the oil 
industry. 

April 10: The United States and Iraq signed a point 4 agreement. 

April 30: Iran nationalized its oil industry retroactive to March 20, 
and expropriated the properties of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 

May 18: U. N. Security Council unanimously (except for Soviet 
abstention) adopted a comprehensive resolution concerning Syrian- 
Israeli clashes, including request to Israel to suspend Huleh Marsh 
drainage project (which had touched off the hostilities). 

May 29: The United States and Lebanon signed a technical-coop- 
eration agreement. 

June 1: President Truman sent a personal message to Iranian 
Premier Mossadegh expressing deep concern at the present situation 
in Iran and urging immediate negotiation of the oil dispute. 

June 6: Israel stopped work on the Huleh drainage project. 
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June 7: The Syrian Government announced that it had rejected 
United States assistance under the point 4 program. 

June 18: The United States and Saudi Arabia signed a mutual 
defense assistance agreement and an agreement regarding the use of 
the Dhahran Airfield. 

July 12: Israel asked the U. N. Security Council to take measures 
to end Egypt’s prevention of Israeli-bound shipping from passing 
through the Suez Canal. 

July 20: King Abdullah, of Jordan, was assassinated in Jerusalem 
by Arab extremists. 

August 23: The United States and Israel signed a treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce, and navigation. 

September 1: The U. N. Security Council called on Egypt to end 
restrictions on Israeli-bound shipping passing through the Suez Canal. 

September 19: The North Atlantic Council approved an invitation 
to Turkey to become a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation. 

October 13: The representatives of Great Britain, France, Turkey, 
and the United States proposed to the Egyptian Government that 
Egypt be included as an equal member of a Middle East Defense 
Command. The proposals included provision for the internationali- 
zation of the Suez Canal defenses. The British Government also 
indicated a willingness to abandon the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty if 
Egypt joined the Middle East Command. 

October 15: The Egyptian Government announced a decision to 
reject the invitation to join a Middle East Defense Command while 
proceeding to give Great Britain formal notice of the unilateral 
abrogation of the 1936 treaty (October 27). 

November 3: A Russian note to Turkey charged that Turkey’s 
joining NATO constituted “an act of hostility against the Soviet 
Union.” The Turkish Government denied the Russian charge. 

November 10: Great Britain, France, Turkey, and the United States 
announced plans for a Middle East Defense Command. 

The Soviet Union subsequently warned the Arab states and Israel 
against joining. 

November 13: President Truman announced the appointment of 
Edwin A. Locke, Jr., as “special representative of the Secretary of 
State to coordinate economic and technical assistance in the Near 
East under the Mutual Security Act of 1951.” 

November 21: After 2% months of negotiation, during which both 
sides and the chairman of the commission submitted proposals for 
settlement, and no agreement was reached, the U. N. Conciliation 
Commission for Palestine announced decision to end its mediation 
efforts in the Arab-Israeli controversy. 

November 24: The Soviet Union charged in a note to the United 
States Governrent that plans for a Middle East Command “‘repre- 
sent nothing other than an attempt to draw the countries of the Near 
and Middle East into military undertakings being realized by the 
aggressive Atlantic bloc.” 

Jecember 18: The United States replied to the Soviet protest on the 
proposed Middle East Command, stating that such a defense plan 
was necessary to provide for the security of the area in view of the 
Soviet Union’s demonstrated aggressive intentions in that area. 

86567—57——2 
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December 24: Libya, a former Italian colony, became an independ- 
ent constitutional monarchy. On March 28, 1953, Libya became a 
member of the Arab League. 

1952 


January 17: British Prime Minister Churchill suggested that ‘‘token 
forces” from the United States, France, and Turkey be “stationed in 
the Canal Zone as a symbol of the unity of purpose which inspires 
us.” 

January 18: The Egyptian Government warned that the Churchill 
suggestion to send forces “far from aiding the maintenance of peace 
and freedom of navigation, constitutes a new attempt on the sover- 
eignty of a member of the United Nations of such a nature as to 
seriously compromise security in the Middle East.” 

January 25: The U. N. General Assembly approved a $250 million 
program to aid Arab refugees, and also provided for the continuation 
of the Palestine Conciliation Commission. 

February 18: Turkey formally became a member of the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization. 

February 23: The United States concluded a technical-assistance 
agreement with Egypt. 

May 24: The Soviet Union charged that United States military aid 
to Iran violated the Soviet-Iranian Treaty of 1921, and was not 
conducive to good relations between the two countries. Iran subse- 
quently replied (July 3) that the Soviet complaint was without “basis 
or foundation.” 

July 28: An army coup d’etat ousted the Egyptian Government 
and forced the abdication of King Farouk (July 26). 

July 23: The United States and Israel concluded a mutual defense 
assistance agreement. 

September 24: The Iranian Government formally rejected the Anglo- 
American proposals for a settlement of the oil dispute. The joint 
United States-British proposals of August 30 were the most recent 
of various efforts to negotiate a settlement, including efforts by the 
United Nations and the International Bank. 

November 6: The U. N. General Assembly approved a $23 million 
relief budget for the U. N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees. 

1958 


February 12: Great Britain and Egypt signed agreement ending the 
Anglo-Egyptian condominium in the Sudan and providing for self- 
government and, subsequently, self-determination, for the Sudanese. 

February 28: Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia signed a 5-year treaty 
of friendship and mutual defense which became known as the Balkan 
Pact. (A 20-year treaty of military assistance was signed August 9, 
1954.) 

March 23: The United States and Lebanon concluded a mutual 
defense assistance agreement. 

June 1: Secretary of State Dulles reported to the Nation on his 
recent trip through the Middle East, underscoring increased United 
States concern in the area and suggesting the likelihood of increased 
economic and military aid. 
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June 18: The Military Council of the Revolution, which had seized 
power in July 1952, declared the end of the monarchy in Egypt and 
proclaimed a republic. The Revolutionary Council would retain 
power during a period of transition prior to the establishment of con- 
stitutional government. 

June 21: It was reported that the United States would offer to con- 
clude separate arms agreements with the Middle East states inasmuch 
as a unified defense organization was regarded as a future rather than 
an immediate possibility. 

July 9: President Eisenhower’s letter to Iranian Premier Mossadegh 
was made public. The United States indicated that it would be un- 
able to furnish further financial assistance to Iran unless the oil dispute 
with Britain was settled or submitted to a neutral international body. 

August 15-19: Government crisis in Iran, intensified by the eco- 
nomic situation resulting from the loss of oil revenues, culminated in 
showdown between extreme nationalist forces led by Premier Mossa- 
degh and the supporters of the Shah. The latter prevailed. 

September 5: President Eisenhower made an emergency grant of 
$45 million in aid funds to Iran. 

October 14: Eric Johnston was named as President Eisenhower’s per- 
sonal representative to undertake discussions on the development of 
the Jordan River resources on a regional basis. 

October 16: Syria requested the U. N. Security Council to consider 
its complaint against Israel’s diversion of the Jordan River waters. 

October 20: Secretary of State Dulles indicated that the United 
States was withholding further economic aid to Israel because of its 
refusal to stop work on the Jordan River project. 

October 28: President Eisenhower announced immediate resumption 
of economic aid to Israel after the latter agreed to halt work on the 
Jordan River project. 

November 17: Eric Johnston, reporting to President Eisenhower on 
his Middle East trip, stated that the countries concerned had promised 
to give the TVA Jordan development plan very careful study. 


1954 


February 25: President Eisenhower announced that the United 
States would give military assistance to Pakistan. Simultaneously, 
the United States assured Indian Prime Minister Nehru that the condi- 
tions of the agreement limited the use of such assistance to defensive 
purposes only. 

March 29: The Soviet Union vetoed a Security Council resolution 
which called upon Egypt to obey a previous decision not to restrict 
Israel-bound ships from using the Suez Canal. 

April 2; Pakistan and Turkey concluded a 5-year military and 
political and economic pact. Both Governments subsequently re- 
jected Soviet protests against the treaty. 

April 10: After lengthy negotiations in which United States official 
influence played a major part, an international oil consortium was 
formed in London to operate the Iranian oil industry. 

April 25: It was announced that the United States would supply 
military aid to Iraq which the latter had requested in March 1953. 
(Agreement effected by exchange of notes April 21, 1954.) 
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May 14: United States Ambassadors to 13 Middle East countries 
concluded a 4-day meeting in Istanbul to review policy in the area 
and the Arab-Israeli dispute. 


May 19: The United States and Pakistan signed a mutual defense 
assistance agreement. 

July 15: President Eisenhower stated in a letter to the Egyptian 
President that, “simultaneously” with the conclusion of a Suez agree- 
ment with Great Britain, the United States would enter into “firm 
commitments” with Egypt for economic assistance for strengthening 
its armed forces. 

July 27: Agreement was reached between Egypt and Great Britain 
for the removal of British troops from the Suez Canal zone. 

July 28: The Israeli Prime Minister expressed concern over the 

“change in the balance of power” resulting from Anglo-Egyptian 
agreement on the Suez Canal evacuation which he claimed might 
be a spur to aggression if the settlement was not conditional on 
complete cessation of the blockade against Israel in the Suez Canal 
and if the United States proposed to send arms to Egypt. 

August 5: An agreement was signed between the Iranian Govern- 
ment and a consortium of eight “oil companies whereby the latter 
would operate Iran’s nationalized oil industry. 

August 14: The Saudi Arabian Government announced that it would 
reject all fulure point 4 aid and that the present mission would be 
terminated immediately. 

September 2: Egypt’s Revolutionary Command Council issued a 
policy statement emphasizing Egvptian support of the West although 
public opinion was not ready to accept a formal treaty arrangement. 
The statement also declared the only major threat to the area would 
be an invasion by the Soviet Union. 

September 9: A 20-year treaty was signed between the United States 
and Libya whereby the United States would be permitted to use air- 
bases in Libya in return for economic aid to that country. 

October 19: A formal agreement was signed by Great Britain and 
Egypt providing for the “withdrawal of all British forces from the 
Suez Canal Zone by June 18, 1956, and agreeing to a 7-year period 
during which British or other ‘allied troops might reenter the zone in 
case of attack upon the Arab States or Turkey. 

October 20: President Eisenhower in discussing United States efforts 
to achieve a just peace in the Middle East, emphasized that the 
United States would make sure that any arms provided to strengthen 
the security of the entire Middle East would not be used to create 
‘Jocal imbalances which could be used for intimidation of or aggression 
against any neighboring nations.’ 

November 6: An agreement was signed between the United States 
and Egypt whereby the latter would receive assistance in its economic 
development program. Among the projects planned was a new dam 
at Aswan on the Nile River. 

November 14: In the climax of months of differences within the 
Revolutionary Command Council, President Naguib of Egypt was 
removed from office and Premier Nasser consolidated his position as 
Egypt’s “strong man.’ 

December 17: The U. N. General Assembly voted approval to post- 
pone “for the time being” consideration of the Greek proposal calling 
for self-determination for Cyprus. 
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1966 


January 16: Egypt called an emergency conference of Arab Prime 
Ministers to discuss Iraq’s decision to conclude an alliance with 
Turkey. Egypt subsequently announced that it would secede from 
the Arab League security pact when the Iraqi-Turkish agreement was 
formalized and would work for a new military alliance of Arab States 
i to foreign alliances. Saudi Arabia endorsed the Egyptian 
stand. 

January 26: Eric Johnston, the President’s special representative, 
resumed negotiations with the states concerned in the proposed joint 
development of the Jordan River Valley. 

February 28: Israeli forces made a “retaliatory” raid in the Gaza 
strip. 

February 24: Turkey and Iraq signed a 5-year defense pact. 

March 4: The U. N. Security Council decided to consider the in- 
creased tension between Israel and Egypt in the Gaza area. After 
investigation the Security Council adopted resolutions (March 29-30) 
calling upon Israel and Egypt to observe armistice and to cooperate 
with the proposals of the Truce Supervision Chief of Staff for preserv- 
ing security in the area. 

March 6: Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia announced that their 
armed forces would be placed under a unified command. 

March 8: Pravda issued a warning to Iran that the latter was not 
free to join any military bloc with a third party because of its 1927 
treaty with the Soviet Union. 

May 9: The Greek Government warned the United Nations that 
an “alarming” situation was developing in Cyprus because of British 
efforts to override the “‘will of the people.” 

June 3: The meeting of the Near and Middle East Economic 
Conference concluded at Beirut with recommendations to the 15 
member states for the establishment of a permanent regional economic 
organization. 

June 7: King Saud of Arabia offered Egypt full military and 
financial support in the event of an Israeli attack on the Egyptian-held 
Gaza Strip. 

June 21: The United States declined a Turkish request for a $300 
million loan on the grounds that there was no basis for such a loan 
until the Turkish Government took measures to curb inflation and 
improve its financial stability. 

June 30: Pakistan agreed to join the military pact concluded by 
Turkey and Iraq in February 1955. Great Britain joined the military 
alliance in April. 

August 15: The United States and Iran concluded a treaty of 
friendship and economic relations. 

August 26: Israeli-Egyptian fighting in the Gaza region had in- 
creased. Secretary of State Dulles proposed a plan for the settlement 
of the Arab-Israeli dispute based on (1) the fixing of borders, (2) an 
international guaranty of the new borders, in which the United 
States would participate, and (3) a loan to Israel to enable it to make 
compensation to the Arab refugees. 

August 27: Great Britain indicated its support of the Dulles’ 
proposals. 
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August 29: British, Greek, and Turkish Foreign Ministers met in 
London at the British invitation to discuss “political and defense 
questions which affect the Eastern Mediterranean, including Cyprus.” 

August 30: Secretary of State Dulles said that he had learned that 
the Soviet Union had offered arms to Egypt. 

September 6: Anti-Greek demonstrations and mob violence broke 
out in Turkey, protesting anti-Turkish incidents in Greece and 
Cypriote agitation for union with Greece. 

September 9: The British Government announced its intention to 
proceed with plans for limited self-government for Cyprus despite 
failure of the conference of Greek, Turkish, and British Foreign 
Ministers to reach agreement. 

September 18: Secretary of State Dulles appealed to Greece and 
Turke ‘y to restore their previous friendly relationship with NATO 
which had been strained by Greek—Turkish differences over Cyprus. 

Septe mber 27: Egypt announced the conclusion of an agreement 
with Czechoslovakia to exchange Egyptian cotton for Czech arms. 
Premier Nasser subsequently insisted that Egypt had not sold out to 
the Communist bloc, that it had no intention of creating unrest in the 
Middle East and accused the western powers of violating the 1950 
Tripartite agreement by secretly providing Israel with an over- 
whelming preponderance of arms. 


1956 


September 28: United States Assistant Secretary of State George V. 
Allen flew to Cairo to discuss the Czech-Kx igyptian arms agreement 
with Premier Nasser. The British Government officially protested 
to Egypt the arms agreement. 

October 10: The Soviet Union announced that it was ready to give 
the Arab countries ‘‘any help they needed’ to carry out economic 
development projects. 

October 11: Israel asked the United States to promise to supply 
arms to match the shipments currently being sent to Egypt from 
Czechoslovakia. 

October 12: The announcement of Iran’s decision to adhere to the 
Baghdad Pact (Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, Great Britam) brought a 
Soviet protest that such action contradicted the friendly relations of 
Iran and the Soviet Union. Iran replied that the pact membership 
was only a means for legitimate defense. 

October 20: Egypt and Syria signed a mutual defense pact providing 
for a unified military command. 

October 20: A Soviet vessel arrived at Alexandria with the first 
shipment of arms under the agreement with Czechoslovakia. 

October 26: Israeli Foreign Minister Sharett appealed to the United 
States and Great Britain for arms aid for Israel. 

October 27: Egypt and Saudi Arabia signed a 5-year defense treaty 
in Cairo. 

October 31: British Minister of State for Foreign Affairs stated that 
Britain, wishing to guarantee a settlement in the area rather than 
guarantee the existing unsettled state of affairs, did not consider it 
the right moment to give a guaranty of Israel’s borders. 

November 2: Ben Gurion appointed Israeli Premier and indicated 
he was prepared to meet with the Prime Minister of Egypt and other 
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Arab rulers to work out without any prior conditions a mutual settle- 
ment conducive to lasting peace. Israel was prepared to enter into 
long-term. political, economic and cultural cooperation or “‘a limited 
settlement’ with them. 

Acting Secretary General of the Arab League said no Arab leader 
with any pride would agree to meet with or talk to the Israeli Prime 
a adding that Israel must first carry out U. N. resolutions on 
Palestine. 

November 5: United States informed Israel and Egypt of its deep 
concern at the rising tension between the two countries. The United 
States deplored the use of force for the settlement of disputes and 
firmly supported the U. N. proposals particularly those of the Chief 
of the Truce Supervisory Organization. 

November 9: Statement by President Eisenhower indicated the 
United States, while willing to consider needs for legitimate self- 
defense, did not intend to contribute to an ‘arms competition” since 
it did not think an arms race was in the interest of any of the partici- 
pants. United States would continue efforts in the interest of peace 
im this area, and would firmly support the U. N. 

Prime Minister Eden rebuked Soviet Union for injecting a new 
element of danger in the delicate situation with the Czech arms 
agreement. He indicated full support of the U. N. in its efforts for 
a peaceful settlement in the Middle East and urged reexamination of 
Anglo-American proposals regarding boundaries agreements, inter- 
national guaranty of such boundaries, and refugee assistance. 

November 10: Assistant Secretary of State Allen declared that the 
United States would be strongly opposed to the side which started a 
war and very favorably disposed to the side which proved that it 
desired to maintain peace. 

November 16: Israel formally submitted a request. to the United 
States to purchase arms “under the most lenient conditions of credit 
and price.” 

November 16: Egypt warned the United States that if the latter 
agreed to Israel’s request for arms, Egypt would be compelled to buy 
more arms from other sources. 

November 21: An Egyptian delegation began discussions with the 
International Bank in Washington on financing the Aswan High Dam 
project. 

November 21-22: The signatories to the Baghdad Pact—Iraq, Iran, 
Pakistan, Turkey, and Great Britain—held an organizational meeting 
in Baghdad. The United States was represented at the Conference 
and established liaison with the pact organization. 

December 6: The Iranian Government rejected the Soviet Union’s 
second strongly worded protest over Iran’s adherence to the Baghdad 
Pact. 

December 17: The United States and Great Britain assured Egypt 
of assistance in initial financing of the $1.3 billion Aswan Dam project. 
The United States agreed to a grant of $56 million and Great Britain 
agreed to release $14 million in blocked sterling. 

December 18: The Soviet Ambassador to Egypt declared that his 
Government was still prepared to assist in financing the Aswan Dam. 
United States officials indicated that it was implicit in the United 
States-British offer that Soviet aid would be excluded. 
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December 18-29: Demonstrations broke out in Jordan against sug- 
gestions that Jordan might join the Baghdad Pact. 

December 26: Egypt and Saudi Arabia announced selection of a joint 
military commander as the first step in implementing their mutual- 
defense treaty of October 27. 


1956 


January 1: The Sudan became an independent state. The United 
States extended recognition on January 2. 

January 6: President Tito, in Cairo for a state visit, and Premier 
Nasser issued a joint statement declaring their intention of remaining 
outside any major power bloc. 

January 16: Premier Nasser issued the new Egyptian Constitution 
to be effective following a national plebiscite on June 23, 1956. 

January 20: The U. N. Security Council adopted a draft resolution 
introduced by the United States, Great Britain, and France, condemn- 
ing Israel for the Sea of Galilee raid on a Syrian outpost December 11 
and warning that further such raids would be met with sterner meas- 
ures to maintain the armistice. 

January 24: The U. N. Truce Supervision Organization announced 
that Egypt had accepted the proposals submitted by the U. N. 
Secretary General for reduction of tension in the El Auja demilitarized 
zone. It was also announced that Israel had accepted the proposals 
on January 4. 

January 25: Israel pressed its request to the United States for per- 
mission to purchase a quantity of arms unofficially reported to be 
valued at $50 million to offset an estimated total of $75 million to $100 
million worth of arms which Egypt was reported to be receiving from 
Czechoslovakia. 

February 6: The Canadian Government announced the lifting of an 
embargo on arms shipments to the Middle East. 

Iraq received a shipment of tanks under the military assistance 
agreement with the United States. 

February 8: Secretary of State Dulles indicated that Israel’s request 
for permission to buy arms to offset Egyptian acquisitions would not 
be granted at that time, although it was not ‘‘excluded” in the future. 

February 9: Eugene Black, President of the International Bank, 
and Egyptian officials reached agreement on IBRD financing in the 
Aswan Dam project to the extent of $200 million. 

February 14: Prompted by reports that the United States and 
Great Britain were considering the advisability of sending armed 
forces to the Middle East to avert full-scale warfare, the Soviet Union 
announced that it would consider such action a threat to the peace 
and the object of “legitimate concern.”’ 

United States officials declared that the United States and Britain 
had no intention of sending troops to the Middle East without U. N. 
sanction or an invitation from the Arab States or Israel. They em- 
phasized, however, that the United States would not allow a Soviet 
veto to block all action for peace in the area. 

February 16: In response to newspaper reports the Department of 
State announced that 18 medium tanks were being shipped to Saudi 
Arabia under the mutual defense assistance agreement of June 18, 
1951. An embargo was promptly placed on arms shipments to the 
Middle East. 
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February 18: The embargo on arms shipments to the Middle East 
was lifted, permitting the shipment of tanks to Saudi Arabia to proceed. 

February 24: Secretary of State Dulles testified on “The Situation 
in the Middle East” before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

February 27: Iraq formally offered Lebanon and Syria ‘‘any mili- 
tary aid they may ask for’’ in view of Arab anxiety that Israel would 
proceed with plans to divert the waters of the Jordan River. 

March 1: British Lt. Gen. Sir John Bagot Glubb, the commander 
of the Arab Legion, was dismissed abruptly by the Jordanian Govern- 
ment which had recently come into power. The ousting of British 
command of the Arab Legion was viewed as a result of the upsurge of 
anti-Western influences. 

March 7: President Eisenhower called for ‘urgent and early action”’ 
by the United Nations to reduce tensions in the Middle East. 

The Department of Defense announced that a Marine battalion 
would leave the United States in a few days to join the Sixth Fleet in 
the Mediterranean. 

March 9: The British authorities on Cyprus deported Archbishop 
Makarios, Greek Orthodox Church leader, on the grounds that his 
support of the use of violence to gain political ends made it impossible 
to deal with the Greek Cypriotes as long as he remained on Cyprus. 

The Egyptian-Syrian-Saudi Arabian bloc, in a bid to persuade 
Jordan to join their alinement, offered to replace Britain in subsidiz- 
ing Jordan’s defense forces. Jordan declined the offer and stated that 
its relations with Britain would not be altered as a result of the ousting 
of Lieutenant General Glubb. 

March 13: The United States offered to help Great Britain and 
Greece to reach a “just solution”’ of the Cyprus problem. 

March 16: Egyptian Premier Nasser clavred that Egypt had no 
intention of solving the Arab-Israeli dispute by resorting to war or an 
attack on Israel. 

March 18: Israeli Premier Ben Gurion predicted an Arab attack 
against Israel within the next few ronths unless additional arms 
were secured to strengthen Israel’s security position. 

March 19: A message from. President Eisenhower to the President of 
Israel assured the latter of United States efforts to promote a peace- 
ful settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute. 

March 21: The United States requested a Security Council meeting 
to consider the border crisis involving Israel and the Arab States. 

March 23: Joidan was reported to have reached agreement on a 
“unified frontier’? plan which indirectly linked that state with the 
Syrian-Egyptian-Saudi Arabian military alliance. 

March 28: Egypt and Syria asked for assurances that U. N. 
Secretary General Hammarskjold would limit his proposed mission 
to the Middle East to obtaining compliance with Israeli-Arab 
armistice agreements. 

March 30: United States officials indicated that this Government 
would not object to British ar~s sales to Israel. 

April 1: Egyptian Premier Nasser stated that he had not rejected 
the Soviet offer of aid in constructing the Aswan Dam project. 

April 8: Secretary of State Dulles asserted that United States 
forces might be utilized in the Middle East without congressional 
authority in the event of an emergency. He added, however, that 
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he was unaware of any situation that would require such emergency 
action. 

The U.S. S. R. Representative to the U. N. Security Council 
charged that certain Western nations were planning armed interven- 
tion in the Middle East. 

April 4: The U. N. Security Council requested Secretary General 
Hammarskjold to make a survey of the state of compliance with the 
Middle East armistice agreements and to work out measures for 
reducing tension in the area. 

April. 9: A statement released by Presidential Press Secretary 
James Hagerty pledged the United States to oppose aggression in 
the Middle East within constitutional means and to assist the victims 
of aggression. 

April. 10: The Economic Council of the Baghdad Pact held its 
first meeting in Teheran. The United States subsequently became 
a full member of the Economic Council and established military 
liaison with the pact organization although it has not formally adhered 
to the Baghdad Pact. 

April 18: The United States Navy announced the ordering of a 
destroyer division to the Mediterranean, but denied that increased 
Middle East tension was responsible for the move. 

April 14: Israel received 8 Mystére jet fighter planes from France. 
On May 12 France announced that 12 additional Mvystére jets would 
be delivered as the final part of the contract. 

Apri 17: The Soviet Union declared its “unswerving”’ devotion to 
the cause of peace in the Middle East and reaffirmed its ‘‘readiness to 
contribute, with other states, to the peaceful solution of unsolved 
problems.”’ 

Secretary of State Dulles, in commenting on the Soviet statement, 
remarked that while the United States had taken the position ‘‘some 
time ago” that measures for peace in the Middle East were properly 
a matter of concern for the United Nations, any “genuine Soviet desire 
to support and back up the United Nations in this matter * * * 
would, of course, be welcomed by the United States.”’ 

April 19: During a tour of the Middle East area the U. N. Secretary 
General announced that Israel and Egypt had agreed to a cease-fire 
and to measures to ease border tension. 

The Egyptian Navy received 19 motor torpedo boats from Czecho- 
slovakia. On April 28 a number of Soviet minesweepers were reported 
delivered to Egypt. 

April 21: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen signed a 5-year military 
alliance. 

May 16: Egypt announced recognition of Communist China. Sec- 
retary of State Dulles subsequently termed this ‘‘a regrettable action.” 

May 21: Lebanon and Jordan announced agreement on coordinated 
defense plans and united forces in case of war. 

May 31: Jordan and Syria concluded a military agreement provid- 
ing for joint efforts in the event of war. 

June 1: Israeli Premier Ben-Gurion, in a new political program 
said that Israel must “refrain from initiating war even if provocation 
by Arab rulers is intensified.” 

British Prime Minister Eden rebuked Greece for inciting terrorism 
in Cyprus. 


“. 
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The Suez Canal Co. proposed to increase capacity of the canal by 
20 percent. 

June 4: The U. N. Security Council unanimously called on Secre- 
tary General Hammarskjold to continue his efforts to achieve an eas- 
ing of Middle East tensions. 

June 9: Turkey warned Great Britain that the latter had already 
gone too far in offers of self-zovernment to Cyprus. 

June 13: The last British token foree left the Suez Canal Zone, 
turning the base over to Egypt before the fixed date of June 18, 1956. 

June 17: Moshe Sharett resigned as Israel’s Foreign Minister, in- 
dicating the inauguration of a “tougher’’ line in Israeli foreign policy. 
Mrs. Golda Meir (Myerson) was appointed to this post. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov renewed the Soviet offer to lend 
Egypt $1,120 million for 20 years at 2 percent interest toward the 
construction of the Aswan high dam. 

June 19: Premier Nasser proclaimed the end of martial law in 
Egypt. 

June 23: The new Egyptian Constitution was overwhelmingly 
ratified and Lt. Col. Gamal Abdel Nasser was elected President of the 
Republic of Egypt by a popular vote. 

July 5: Arab States rushed troops up to Israeli frontiers in response 
to a reported threat of Israel’s intention to launch an attack. 

July 12: President Nasser of Egypt, arriving in Belgrade for talks 
with Marshal Tito and, later, with Prime Minister Nehru of India, 
received a hero’s welcome. It was announced subsequently that the 
three leaders held an identity of views on basic principles. 

July 15: President Eisenhower, in a major reshuffle of United States 
representation in the Middle East, asked the Senate to confirm four 
new ambassadors for posts in the Near and Middle East and Africa. 

July 16: The Senate Appropriations Committee ruled that funds 
provided under the Mutual Security Act (as amended) might not be 
applied as aid in the construction of the Aswan high dam in Egypt. 

July 17: The Egyptian Ambassador to the United States returned 
from Cairo with instructions to reach final agreement as quickly as 
possible with respect to financial aid toward the construction of the 
Aswan high dam. 

July 19: The United States Government withdrew its 7-month-old 
offer to assist Egypt in financing the initial construction of the Aswan 
Dam. Great Britain withdrew its offer of aid on the following day. 

July 21: Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov stated that the Soviet 
Union was not considering aid to Egypt toward the construction of the 
Aswan high dam. 

July 24: Egyptian President Nasser accused the United States of 
“shameless disregard for the principles of international relations” 
in canceling its offer of aid on the high dam project. 

July 26: The Egyptian Government assumed full control of Suez 
Canal operations and seized all of the assets of the Suez Canal Co. 
within reach. 

It was announced that the United States will not pay rent to 
Saudi Arabia for the Dhahran Airbase. The 1951 agreement with 
Saudi Arabia had a duration of 5 years and its renewal would have to 
be negotiated. 
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July 27: Great Britain protested sharply against the Egyptian 
nationalization of Suez Canal operations, claiming that this con- 
stituted a serious threat to navigation. 

The State Department announced that the United States Govern- 
ment was “consulting urgently” with other governments concerned 
on the Suez Canal situation. 

The French Government reportedly would favor a military occupa- 
tion of the Suez Canal zone if Great Britain would join in such action. 

July 28: President Nasser issued a warning that any interference 
with his Suez Canal operations would result in obstruction of naviga- 
tion. 

The British Treasury blocked all Egyptian accounts in the United 
Kingdom amounting to about £110 million. 

July 29: The Soviet Union announced its support of Egypt’s 
action in taking over full control of Suez Canal operations. 

July 31: Secretary of State Dulles departed suddenly for London 
talks on the Suez Canal crisis. The United States Treasury froze 
“temporarily” all the assets in the United States of the Egyptian 
Government and the Suez Canal Co. 

President Nasser stated that Egypt would honor all of its inter- 
national obligations and insisted that freedom of navigation in the 
Suez Canal was not affected by his recent action. 

August 1: President Eisenhower declared that ‘continued efficient 
use”’ of the Suez Canal was “vital’’ to the United States and that “we 
must make certain that the rights of the world are not abused.” 

August 2: The Governments of France, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States in a joint statement declared “that steps should be 
taken to establish operating arrangements under an international 
system designed to assure the continuity of operation of the 
canal * * * consistent with legitimate Egyptian interests.” 

August 3: Great Britain and France pressed military preparations. 
French Premier Mollet warned that force would be used if necessary 
to restore the international Suez Canal regime proposed in the tri- 
partite declaration of August 2. Secretary Dulles stated that it was 
inadmissible for the Suez Canal to be exploited by one country for 
highly selfish purposes. 

August 9: President Nasser proclaimed the formation of a new 
national liberation army to include both the national guard and youth 
volunteers. 

The Soviet Union, in a lengthy statement, accepted a bid to attend 
the London Suez Canal Conference. 

August 12: In a formal statement reviewing Suez Canal history, 
Egypt firmly rejected an invitation to attend the projected London 
Conference on Suez Canal navigation. 

Auqust 13: The nine Arab League nations pledged that they would 
consider an attack on Egypt an attack on all. 

The United States Department of State emphasized its “complete 
agreement” with the British and French on means of solving the Suez 
dispute. 

August 14: The Office of Defense Mobilization announced the crea- 
tion of an emergency committee, consisting of 13 representatives of 
American oil companies, to insure adequate supplies of oil to Britain 
and Western Europe should the Suez Canal crisis interrupt shipments 
from the Arab nations. 
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August 16: Delegates of 22 nations opened a Suez Canal parley in 
London. 

August 17: Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov stated at the London 
Conference that the Soviet Union supported the Egyptian position 
and opposed the Western Big Three proposal for international control 
of the Suez waterway. 

August 20: The text was released of Secretary Dulles’ proposal at 
the London Conference for the international operation of the Suez 
Canal. India presented a counterproposal for Egyptian operation of 
the canal in cooperation with an international advisory body. 

August 21: At the conclusion of the London Conference, 17 of the 

nations represented accepted a revised United States plan for the 
operation of the Suez Canal under international auspices. Objectors 
were the Soviet Union, India, Indonesia, and Ceylon: Spain’s attitude 
was doubtful. 

August 25: Jordan demanded a complete revision of the United 
States aid operations in that country, charging waste and inefficiency. 

August 26: The British Colonial Secretary, Alan T. Lennox-Boyd, 

ublicized “irrefutable proof’ that exiled Cypriot Archbishop 
Aakarios was the leader of the terrorist campaign in that island. 

August 29: Announcement was made that France had received 
British permission to station French troops in Cyprus. 

September 4: President Nasser indicated unwillingness to accept the 
18-nation proposal for the operation of the Suez Canal. 

September 5: The Eden government voiced the fear that the United 
States was softening in its Suez policy. 

September 7: Prime Minister Menzies of Australia, chairman of a 
five-nation committee charged with presenting to President Nasser 
the action taken at the London Conference. implied the failure of the 
negotiations. Talks renewed on September 8 ended in complete 
failure to arrive at agreement. 

September 10: British and French Government leaders met in 
London to coordinate their policies for the next phase of the con- 
troversy with Egypt. 

Secretary of State Dulles indicated that the United States was 
altogether opposed to the use of force in the Suez situation. 

President Nasser proposed a new Suez parley along broader lines. 

September 11: The Iraq Petroleum Co. announced that it was sur- 
veying a route for an oil pipeline through Turkey to bypass Syria and 
Lebanon. 

September 12: Prime Minister Eden announced in Parliament that 
Great Britain, France, and the United States had agreed to create a 
Suez Canal operating authority that could function independently 
of the Egyptian management of the waterway. 

September 13: Indian Prime Minister in a speech warned that 
action by the powers on the operation of the Suez Canal without the 
cooperation of Egypt would involve the risk of war. 

September 14: Great Britain stiffened the terms upon which it is 
willing to grant self-rule to the Cypriotes. 

September 15: Premier Nuri as-Said of Iraq assured King Hussein 
of Jordan of Iraqi readiness for military action at any time in the 
tense Jordan-Israel border situation. 

A Radio Moscow broadcast charged that Anglo-French military 
preparations, conducted with the support of the United States, 
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grossly contradicted the principles of the United Nations and stated 
that the U.S.S. R. could not stand aloof from the Suez problem. 

September 17: Secretary of State Dulles departed for London for 
the third time since the beginning of the Suez crisis in an attempt to 
hold together the 18-nation group that had voted in favor of the inter- 
national operation of the Suez Canal. 

September 19: The 18-nation Suez Canal conference opened in Lon- 
don to consider a canal users’ plan prepared largely by Secretary 
Dulles. 

September 21: Canada announced an intention, following consulta- 
tion with Washington, to sell 24 Sabrejet fighters to Israel. 

The canal users’ conference ended witk general acceptance by the 
18 nations represented of a plan for a Suez Canal Users’ Association 
(SCUA), but with considerable discord among the leading members. 

September 22: The British Government issued invitations for a third 
Suez conference, to be held at the ambassadorial level, to organize an 
international Suez Canal Users’ Association. 

September 23: Great Britain and France referred the Suez dispute 
to the U. N. Security Council. 

September 24: Egypt, having assurance of support from Saudi 
Arabia and Syria, filed a counterprotest with the U. N. Security 
Council on the Suez Canal question. (A deciding vote by the United 
States placed this on the agenda on September 26.) 

September 26: Attack by Israeli army units on Jordanian positions 
near Jerusalem pointed up the worsening Arab-Israel situation. 

A British Foreign Office spokesman asserted that Britain might use 
force as a last resort in settling the Suez Canal control issue. 

September 27: At a press conference, President Eisenhower expressed 
hope for a compromise solution with Egypt relative to the Suez Canal. 

September 28: U. N. Secretary General Hammarskjold presented 
reports from himself and Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns, Chief of the U. N. 
Truce Supervision Organization, on the status of the armistice between 
Israel and the Arab States. 

October 1: The Suez Canal Users’ Association was formally inaugu- 
rated in London with a membership of 15 nations. 

October 2: Secretary of State Dulles admitted differences of a funda- 
mental nature between the United States and its European allies over 
the Suez Canal question. He said that the United States could not 
identify itself completely with the colonial powers. 

October 8: Egypt and the Soviet Union rejected international opera- 
tion of the Suez Canal during debate in the Security Council. 

October 9: The British Government, after a brief lull, resumed all- 
out military and police measures to crush the campaign of terrorism 
in Cyprus. 

The Foreign Ministers of Great Britain and France began direct 
talks at the United Nations with the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Dr. 
Mahmoud Fawzi. 

October 11: President Eisenhower insisted that United States policy 
in the Suez crisis had been ‘clear and firm’’; that it had been based 
on the principles outlined in the 18-power agreement adopted at the 
first London Conference. 

Great Britain, France, and Egypt at the United Nations agreed 
agreed upon six principles which should govern operation of the Suez 
Canal. The most significant was the principle that the operation of 
the canal should be insulated from the politics of any country. 
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October 12: A plan for the partition of Cyprus into Greek and 
Turkish Zones was described as gaining in favor within the British 
Government. 

October 13: Israel was reported as seeking international recognition 
the right to advance its eastern border if Iraqi troops entered 

ordan. 

Prime Minister Eden firmly rejected a policy of peace at any price 
in the Suez crisis. 

October 14: The Soviet Union vetoed a Security Council resolution 
in the interest of international operation of the Suez Canal. 

Israel demanded equal rights with other nations in any project for 
revision or reinforcement of the 1888 Suez Canal convention. 

October 16: Secretary of State Dulles reaffirmed the determination of 
the United States ‘“‘within constitutional means’’ to support and assist 
any victim of aggression in the Middle East. 

President Nasser stated that the Russians were ready to give Egypt 
long-term loans for building the Aswan high dam. 

October 17: Great Britain announced an intention to strengthen the 
Royal Air Force stationed at Amman, in Jordan, with an undisclosed 
number of jet fighters. 

October 18: The Arab League reaffirmed its unanimous support of 
Egypt in the Suez Canal crisis. 

October 19. Eyvind Bartels, Danish consul general in New York, 
was appointed administrator of the 15-nation Suez Canal Users’ 
Association (SCUA). 

October 21: Jordan’s national elections resulted in the strengthening 
of pro-Egyptian and pro-Communist groups in the Parliament, adding 
to Jordan’s political instability. 

October 25: Israel assured the Security Council that it would never 
start a war with its Arab neighbors, but also that it would not suffer 
the consequences of a unilateral Arab belligerency. 

October 28: President Eisenhower issued a statement announcing 
that he had communicated to Israeli President Ben Gurion his ‘‘grave 
concern” at hearing reports of heavy Israeli mobilization. The Presi- 
dent indicated that this concern was being relayed to other Middle 
East states with the hope that “none of the nations involved will 
take any action that will hinder the [Security] Council in its efforts 
to achieve a peaceful solution.” 

October 29: Israeli forces penetrated deeply into the Sinai Peninsula. 
The Israeli Foreign Ministry issued a statement that Israel had taken 
necessary measures to destroy Egyptian fedayeen (commando) bases 
which were the source of terrorist attacks against Israel. 

A Presidential statement in Washington declared that ‘we shall 
tts our pledge”’ to “assist the victim of any aggression in the Middle 

ast.”’ 

October 30: An Anglo-French ultimatum was delivered to Egypt and 
Israel demanding that they pull back armed forces 10 miles from the 
Suez Canal and agree, within 12 hours, to permit Anglo-French forces 
to move temporarily into Port Said, Ismailia, and Suez along the canal. 
The announced purpose of the ultimatum was to separate the bellig- 
erents and safeguard freedom of transit through the canal. 

President Eisenhower sent a vigorous protest to Great Britain and 
France, calling on them to reconsider their proposed action. 
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The United States called an emergency session of the U. N. Security 
Council an1 introduced a resolution calling on Israel immediately to 
withdraw its armed forces behind established armistice lines, and call- 
ing on a.l members to refrain from the use or threat of use of force. 
The Security Council called an emergency session of the General 
Assembly. 

Great Britain and France vetoed two separate United States and 
Soviet resolutions in the Security Council calling for an immediate 
cease-fire between Israel and Egypt. 

The United States added a “hunter-killer” group, consisting of 1 
carrier, 2 submarines, 8 destroyers, and a tanker, to its Sixth Fleet 
in the Mediterranean. 

Canada stopped shipment of the jet planes destined for Israel. 

October 31: British and French forces struck at military targets in 
Egypt preparatory to the landing of armed forces. 

President Eisenhower stated that the United States would not 
become involved in the Middle East hostilities. 

The Soviet Union accused Britain, France, and Israel of “‘aggression”’ 
against Egypt. 

November 1: The United States proposed a cease-fire in the Egyp- 
tian fighting and the withdrawal of Israeli forces behind the Egypt- 
Israel armistice line. 

The United States also indicated that United States action in the 
Middle East hostilities would be limited to an appeal to the United 
Nations General Assembly, with the aim of localizing the fighting. 

It was announced in London that Britain and France would welcome 
the assumption of physical control of the Suez Canal area by the 
United Nations after the Egyptian and Israeli forces had been 
separated and the position stabilized. 

Syrian forces entered Israeli territory, but withdrew after a small 
clash. Iraq ordered full mobilization of its forces. Jordan severed 
political relations with France. 

November 1—2: United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu- 
tion urging an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal of all forces 
behind the armistice lines. 

November 2: The United States proposed a two-part plan for the 
settlement of Arab-Israel animosity and for safeguarding the Suez 
Canal. This called for the creation of 2 special United Nations 
committees—1 to arrange for a ‘final’? Arab-Israeli settlement, the 
other to implement the 1888 Suez Canal convention. 

Secretary General Hammarskjold appointed a three-man team to 
check on the response of Britain, France, and Israel to the latest call 
for a cease-fire in Egypt. 

Complete blocking of the Suez Canal by Egypt confronted Great 
Britain with an oil emergency. 

Israeli forces captured Gaza and occupied most of the Sinai 
Peninsula. 

November 3: Prime Minister Eden stated in the House of Commons 
that British and French forces would hold on in Egypt until a United 
Nations police force could take over. British troops were scheduled 
to take part in any future policing of the Middle East. 

Communist China warned Britain and France of “inestimable grave 
consequences”’ if their forces were not withdrawn from Egypt im- 
mediately. 
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The Soviet Union announced that it was prepared to give Syria the 
ar assistance to maintain its independence in the face of foreign 
threats. 

The Iraq Petroleum Co’s. pipeline to Tripoli, Lebanon, was blown up 
in Syria. 

November 4: Secretary General Hammarskjold recommended the 
immediate establishment of a United Nations command force to super- 
vise the cessation of hostilities in Egypt. The United States, in order 
to forestall the Soviet Union, decided against contributing troops to a 
United Nations force. 

November 6: Port Said, at the Mediterranean end of the Suez Canal, 
was taken by British and French parachutists. 

Israeli Premier Ben-Gurion denied any collusion with a foreign 
power or powers in attacking in the Sinai Peninsula. 

November 6: The Soviet Union, in a message to the United States 
Government, announced a readiness to cooperate in crushing aggres- 
sion and restoring peace in the Middle East. Soviet messages to the 
British, French, and Israeli Governments denounced their action as 
“aggressive war against Egypt.” 

The Soviet Union reportedly began enlisting ‘‘volunteers” for 
service with the Egyptian armed forces. 

Nineteen nations of the Asia-Africa bloc in a joint United Nations 
resolution demanded the withdrawal from Egypt of British, French, 
and Israeli forces. 

Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic relations with Great Britain and 
France. 

November 7: British and French forces ceased fire in Egypt and 
halted their advance in the Suez Canal zone. 

Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns, Chief of the United Nations Truce 
Supervision Organization for Palestine, began the formation of a 
United Nations emergency force. 

November 7: President Eisenhower sent a message to Israeli Premier 
Ben-Gurion urging compliance with the United Nations resolution 
calling for withdrawal of Israeli troops from Egyptian territory. 

November 8: Israel agreed to withdraw its troops from the Sinai 
Peninsula as soon as “satisfactory arrangements’? were made with 
respect to the proposed United Nations emergency force. 

Indian Prime Minister Nehru called upon the Soviet Union to avoid 
any course of action that might enlarge the area of hostilities in the 
Middle East. 

November 10: The Soviet Union announced that it would permit 
“volunteers” to go to Egypt to fight “‘aggressors” if Britain, France, 
and Israel refused to withdraw their troops from Egyptian territory. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Golda Meir stated that the Gaza strip 
was an integral part of Israel. 

November 11: Announcement was made in London that military 
action in Egypt had disclosed the fact that within the past year the 
Soviet Union had supplied Egypt with war materials to the value of 
$420 million. 

Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns, commanding the United Nations emer- 
gency force, stated that President Nasser of Egypt had agreed in 
principle to the landing of the U. N. force in the Suez Canal zone. 

November 14: Official sources in Cairo denied that Egypt had asked 
the Soviet Union for “volunteers” at this time. 
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President Eisenhower stated that the United States would oppose 
through the United Nations any Soviet military intervention in the 
Middle East. 

A British Foreign Office spokesman stated that Great Britain had 
decided to seek its policy objectives through the United Nations. 

November 15: The nine member states of the Arab League voted 
unanimously to break off relations with France and Britain unless 
British, French, and Israeli forces were withdrawn from Egypt. 

Advance units of the United Nations force arrived in the Suez 
Canal Zone. 

U. N. Secretary General Hammarskjold proceeded with the recruit- 
ment of agencies for clearing the Suez Canal. 

November 16: The United States again warned the Soviet Union 
against sending Soviet ‘‘volunteers’’ to the Middle East. 

November 18: Premier Ben-Gurion rejected a demand by the Soviet 
Union that Israel pay damages to Egypt. 

November 20: Secretary-General Hammarskjold called on Britain, 
France, and Israel to explain their failure to withdraw their forces from 
teypt in compliance with the General Assembly’s cease-fire reso- 
utions. 

The Jordanian Parliament, without a dissenting vote, urged King 
Hussein to break the military subsidy alliance with Great Britain and 
establish relations with Russia and Communist China. 

November 21: Egyptians hailed the arrival at Port Said of the first 
organized United Nations forces. 

Great Britain and France notified the United Nations of their 
intent to carry out a phased withdrawal of their forces in Egypt as 
soon as the United Nations Emergency Force was strong enough to 
take over. 

November 24: Authoritative sources in Cairo stated that Egypt had 
begun large-scale deportation of ‘enemy nationals.” 

The U. N. General Assembly called on Britain, France, and Israel 
to withdraw their forces from Egypt “forthwith.” 

November 25: Israel announced the continuation of its ‘‘progressive 
process” of withdrawal from the Sinai Peninsula. 

November 27: President Eisenhower stated that neither the British- 
French-United States accord nor the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion had been disrupted by the Suez crisis. 

b November 28: A State Department spokesman stated that the 
United States had expressed to the Syrian Government its concern 
over substantial shipments of Soviet arms to that country. 

Premier Ben-Gurion of Israel charged that Egypt had imposed a 
a reign of terror on Jews in Egypt. 

November 29: The Department of State issued a statement re- 
affirming its support of the Baghdad Pact and warning that a threat 
to the territorial integrity or political independence of members of the 
pact would be viewed by the United States with the utmost gravity. 

December 1: Syria complained to the United Nations that Britain, 
France, Israel, Turkey and ‘‘others’” were preparing for armed ag- 
gression against Syria. 

Martial law was declared in Iraq. 

The United States moved to implement the emergency plan for 
supplying oil to Western Europe. 
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December 2: Israeli spokesmen announced a pull-back to positions 
more than 30 miles east of the Suez Canal. 

Secretary of State Dulles, in a press conference, indicated that both 
he and President Eisenhower felt prospects for peace in the Middle 
East had improved considerably in the last month. 

December 3: Announcement was made of British-French agreement 
to withdraw from Egypt ‘without delay.” The Governments of 
Britain and France also called upon Israel to withdraw and leave the 
Gaza strip to the United Nations. 

The United States Government indicated that it ‘‘welcomed’”’ the 
British-French announcement to withdraw their forces from Egypt 
— declared that clearance of the Suez Canal must begin without 
delay. 

The commander of the British-French forces in Egypt stated that a 
‘dignified and orderly’”’ withdrawal could be completed in 2 to 3 weeks. 

U. N. Secretary General Hammarskjold ordered the U. N. Emer- 
gency Force to be ready to take over in the Port Said area “by the 
middle of December.” 

December 4: British forces began the evacuation ef Egypt. 

The United States reportedly informed Syria that it would tolerate 
no more aggression in the Middle East. 

December 5: Representatives of Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, and Turkey 
in Washington proposed a formal link between the Baghdad Pact and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

British Foreign Secretary Lloyd, in opening House of Commons 
debate on Suez crisis, stated that British-French intervention in Egypt 
halted a general war threat in the Middle East. He stated that 
Britain and France were forced to intervene because of the impotence 
of the United Nations. 

December 6: The policy of intervention in Egypt was endorsed by 
vote of the House of Commons. 

December 6: In a major foreign policy speech, Vice President Nixon 
called for United States assistance to Great Britain to meet the 
financial problems resulting from the Suez crisis. He also stated that 
the United States position on the Middle East situation had saved 
the United Nations. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov said that the Soviet Union 
welcomed news of the British-French withdrawal from Egypt “‘if 
the order has really been given.” 

Iraq warned Israel that the Arab world gave full support to Egypt’s 
position on the Palestine problem. 

December 8: An announcement by the Soviet news agency stated 
that the agreement of Britain and France to withdrawal from Egypt 
‘naturally cancels the question of dispatching Soviet volunteers.” 

December 9: Secretary of State Dulles arrived in Paris for meetings 
of the North Atlantic Council and indicated that the United States 
purpose was ‘“‘to find the way to bury past discords in a future of 
peaceful and fruitful cooperation.” 

December 10: Syrian army sources indicated that arms had been 
secured from the Communist bloc because Syria was unable to accept 
the conditions imposed by western countries in return for military aid. 

December 11: Secretary of State Dulles, addressing the North Atlantic 
Council in Paris, urged the use of moral force by NATO in overcoming 
the power of Soviet despotism. 
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It was also reported from Paris that the United States, United 
Kingdom, and France agreed to give top priority to the reopening 
of the Suez Canal as soon as possible. 

Mrs. Golda Meir, Israeli Foreign Minister, declared that while 
Israeli forces would withdraw from Egypt, the Gaza strip was “a 
special problem.” 

December 15: The Premier of Jordan declared that Jordan could 
not survive as a separate state and must be federated with one or 
more Arab States. 

December 17: Announcement was made in Port Said that all 
arrangements had been completed for the orderly withdrawal of 
British and French forces from Egypt. 

December 18: Premier Ben-Gurion stated that Israel would not 
allow Egyptians to return to the Gaza strip. 

Secretary of State Dulles indicated to a press conference that the 
work of clearing the canal “will go on without any interruption as 
the British and French withdrawal is completed.” 

December 19: The British Government issued a white paper out- 
lining limited self-government for Cyprus. 

December 22: The last British and French forces quit Egyptian 
territory. 

December 24: Egypt demanded “adequate compensation” from 
Britain, France, and Israel for their military actions in Egypt. 

December 26: Syria accused Britain, France, Turkey, and Iraq of 
having instigated a plot to overthrow the Syrian Government. 

Egypt announced a refusal to negotiate with Britain and France 
for a Suez settlement, indicating that it would deal only with the 
United Nations. 

December 27: President Nasser pledged Egypt to a program of close 
relations with the Soviet Union to “reduce the possibility of another 
great war.” 

President Eisenhower was reported to be considering a request for 
congressional authority to use United States troops if necessary to 
maintain peace in the Middle East. 

oo officially opened a naval base at Elath, a port of the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

United Nations salvage crews started on the task of clearing the 
Suez Canal. 

December 29: The Greek Government charged Britain with insin- 
cerity in offering the latest proposals for a constitution for Cyprus. 

December 31: Syria warned the United States against any new 
policy of relying on military force to guard the Middle East from 
Russian aggression or subversion. 

Egypt appealed to the United States to release Egyptian dollar 
assets that had been frozen in American banks for the past 6 months, 


1957 


January 1: President Eisenhower conferred with congressional 
leaders regarding a proposed declaration that the United States would 
resist Communist armed aggression in the Middle East. 

The Soviet newspaper Pravda charged that the proposal to give 
President. Eisenhower authority to take economic and military meas- 
ures in the Middle East was a plan for “strengthening American 
colonial domination.” 
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January 2: It was reported that the United States had agreed 
tentatively to lend funds to the United Nations to meet the first obli- 
gations incurred in clearing the Suez Canal. 

Jordan announced that a mission would negotiate in Cairo shortly 
on the replacement of the British subsidy by funds from other Arab 
States. 

The British Government announced that it regarded the Anglo- 
Egyptian Treaty of 1954 as still in force. 

January 4: Firdan railw ay bridge raised, removing a major obstacle 
to canal passage. 

January 5: President Eisenhower addressed a joint session of Con- 
gress and requested authority to use economic and military measures 
including force if necessary, in the development of national strength 
of the nations of the Middle East and in the protection of the terri- 
torial integrity and political independence of such nations requesting 
such aid against ‘overt armed aggression from any nation controlled 
by international communism.” 

An Egyptian spokesman reiterated in Cairo that his Government 
had no intention of negotiating directly with Britain and France on 
the Suez Canal question but would seek a settlement through the 
United Nations. 

January 6: A shipload of Jews from Egypt arrived in Naples 
claiming that they had left Egypt under duress. 

Thirteen ships, trapped in the Suez Canal by the attack on October 
31, were freed and began to sail out of the canal. 

January 7: The United Kingdom formally condemned Egypt’s in- 
tention of closing the Suez Canal to French and British shipping until 
Israeli forces have withdrawn from the Gaza strip. 
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